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international Fascism ". France had found again the ]y accuse
atmosphere and was the better placed to exclaim at such bar-
barism since she had held out in the Dreyfus case for the first
time to the end in actual conflict for the rights of man against
every reactionary manoeuvre and had emerged triumphant in the
cause of the " true France "*.
In the summer of 1933 Herriot and Paul-Boncour were in
power, two prototypes of the sincere French Radical-Democrat
whom the " real country ", as Gringolre labelled the reactionary
forces in France, would only tolerate so long as they were not
dangerous, but who would be thrown overboard when necessary.
Such Frenchmen's first impulses were invariably so admirable
that their lack of strength and will-power to protect those placing
their hopes in them was overlooked.
The Government, inspired by this elan that rouses in all hearts
gratitude to France (for, after all, this generous gesture was a
genuine manifestation of the " true France "), gave the police
commissioners of the frontier districts orders to consider as
" political" every refugee coming before them and to authorise
his entry into the country, even though not in possession of a
regular passport or visa.
During the hot months of the summer of 1933 political refugees
had no difficulty in Paris or the French provinces in obtaining
their recepice and their-carte d'identite soon afterwards. They
were only asked one question, the only one in any case that they
could understand in French: " Are you a refugee? " It was
difficult at that time to understand why some of the Communists
mit alien Wassern gewaschen, as the Berliners say, or " knowing
all the answers", coldly replied, " No." The reason became
clear enough later. These Communists, whose dossiers were not
branded in 1933 with the red mark of doom, "Refugee", were
still able :to go quietly about their business in 1939 without being
worried by the police; They only became easy prey, caught,'as if
by magic, the moment they lost the confidence of Moscow; a
further proof that the admirable French police were ready to
faH into the first childish traps and could only employ their
talents at " hunting the enemies of the State " provided they had
the assistance of " informers " in the best Fouche style. The
order to the commissioners of April 7th, 1933, which will*always
remain, in spite of what happened later, one of the greatest
gestures made by France and the finest attempt towards solidarity
with persecuted humanity in the annals of history, was annulled
on October 1st, 1933. From that date no refugee could be
officially considered as a "political case ". Soon, too,"the first